USS Vesuvius, NCC-71985

Stardate 10405.04

Episode 1

Rendezvous in the Dark

From within the Darkness…

They say Space is cold…but space contains some of the hottest blood of all…(revised from Melville's Moby Dick)

The Vesuvius left Oberon Station enroute the Marée Noir Nebula to rendezvous with the scientific ship, U.S.S. Discovery, assigned to monitor the collapse of a neutron star discovered within the nebula. Starfleet wants to ensure the safety of the Discovery when the star collapses and forms a black hole…

The last transmission from the Discovery occurred 3 days ago.  It was weak and broken.  No further communications have been received from her.

The Vesuvius is now about 2 hours out from the edge of the Nebula….

=/\=  =/\=  =/\=  =/\=  Begin Mission  =/\=  =/\=  =/\=  =/\=

TO Raja says:

:: On bridge ::

XO Stricker says:

:: On the bridge sitting at the big chair ::

CO Kelson says:

:: In Ready Room ::

CSO Lane says:

:: Stares at the long-range sensors absorbing all the data as it comes in ::

TO Raja says:

:: Flicks tail forth and back while pushing buttons on the Tactical Console ::

FCO Lorehani says:

:: On the bridge at her station-keeping course steady.  Her antenna twitching to her music ::

XO Stricker says:

CSO: Has the sensor come back with any data Commander?

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Fingers tap across her console keeping beat with the big band music she so recently discovered ::

TO Raja says:

:: Pays close attention to his Sensors in case there is a blip ::

CSO Lane says:

XO: We have data coming in continually Commander. Let me bring it up.  :: Taps the console ::

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Humming under her breath :: *CMO:*  Jay you got time to get together later on today?

TO Raja says:

:: Wiggles his whiskers in disappointment as no blip appears ::

XO Stricker says:

:: Walks over to the science station ::  CSO: It was three days ago the Discovery sent her last communication, has there been any subspace communications in the nebula within the last 72 hours?

CSO Lane says:

XO: The Marée Noir Nebula is a dark matter nebula on the edge of Federation space.  It is irregularly shaped and more then 95 light years in diameter.

CMO Bannister says:

*FCO*: Sure, how about in twenty minutes?

CSO Lane says:

XO: No sir, nothing.

FCO Lorehani says:

*CMO*: I'll see if I can talk my way off the bridge...maybe I can feel faint or                        something.   :: Chuckles ::

XO Stricker says:

CSO: What type of nebula is the Maree Nior Commander?

CSO Lane says:

XO: Characteristic of dark matter, the nebula does not emit or reflect electromagnetic radiation, making it invisible to most sensors.  The only way to detect the Marée Noir Nebula is by measuring the amount of light refraction from distant stars, refraction caused by dark matter's gravity.

CSO Lane says:

XO: Quantum spheres, otherwise known as gaps in the fabric of space can be found in plenty when inside the nebula, however, you will not be able to detect them until the ship or a shuttle goes into the nebula.

XO Stricker says:

CSO: So there is no way to penetrate the Nebula so we can find the Discovery's position?

CMO Bannister says:

*FCO:*  Acknowledged.

TO Raja says:

:: Checks weapons and shield status while waiting for a blip to appear ::

CO Kelson says:

*XO:* Kelson to Stricker. Report...

XO Stricker says:

*CO:*  Captain sir, the CSO has downloaded a bunch of scientific information for the Nebula. We're now looking for a way to get inside safely so we can find the Discovery, over.

CSO Lane says:

XO: Not unless we enter the Nebula sir, and then I can't vouch for our sensors.

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Turns and watches Raja's eagerness. Quickly turning she calls up the computer database...taking a few minutes she finally finds which she is waiting for.  An old earth computer game called Pong...first generation.  She sends it to the TO's console and turns to watch him play with the moving blip ::

CO Kelson says:

*XO:* Thank you...keep me posted.  Kelson out.

XO Stricker says:

*CO:* Aye, aye sir...

TO Raja says:

:: Notices the game Pong appear on his console ::   Self: I haven’t played this in a long time.

XO Stricker says:

CSO: Do you think a probe would work in this situation? Something with long-range sensors?

TO Raja says:

:: Begins to play the game ::

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Pouts when she sees Raja just play the game ::

CSO Lane says:

XO: Perhaps Commander, but with so many unknowns we can't be sure that it will help any.

TO Raja says:

:: Decides to try to patch into the FCO's console so she can play too ::

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Sees player two for pong appear on her console and grins ::   Self: Okie, kitty wants to play...so let's play.

XO Stricker says:

CSO: Well Commander, in your scientific opinion, what would you suggest? We need to find a way inside the Nebula safely and to find the Discovery. In my opinion it's either a probe or a manned-shuttle. Do you have any suggestions?

CO Kelson says:

:: Moves to enter bridge ::

TO Raja says:

:: "Ping" hits the ball back ::
CO Kelson says:

:: Enters bridge ::

XO Stricker says:

:: Stands when he sees the Captain enter the bridge and approaches
him ::   CO: Greetings sir...

FCO Lorehani says:

:: "Pong"  Slams the ball to the left ::
CO Kelson says:

XO: So, have we made any progress toward the discovery of the Discovery?

TO Raja says:

:: Quick as a whip, moves his paddle to intercept the ball "Ping" ::

CSO Lane says:

XO: Well sir, I suggest that we send in a probe to test things first, but the Vesuvius is also capable of entering. After all the Discovery is a Nebula size ship.

FCO Lorehani says:

Under her breath: Take that sucker...   :: Slides her paddle to the right. "Pong" ::

CSO Lane says:

:: Nods to the Captain :: CO: Not yet Captain, but we are formulating a plan.

XO Stricker says:

CO: Sir we have successfully downloaded a bunch of information from the probe, at this time I have assessed the situation and feel we could use either a probe or a shuttle to enter the Nebula and look for the Discovery but I don't know the harm that could be involved.

TO Raja says:

:: Begins to purr at finally finding someone that is good at this game too "Ping" ::

CO Kelson says:

:: Turns to CSO ::   CSO: Thank you, Commander.

XO Stricker says:

CSO: Great suggestion Commander

CO Kelson says:

XO: Your opinion, Mr. Stricker?

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Keeps sliding the paddle back and forth waiting for Raja's next move ::

XO Stricker says:

XO: I do not want to send in a shuttle yet because we don't know how stable this Nebula is. I suggest sending a type 5 probe complete with long-range sensors and a communication sensor, just to see if we can pick up subspace communications from the Discovery.

CSO Lane says:

CO/XO: Sensors are picking up the refraction from the nebula. We are approaching it now.

Host Sheri says:

ACTION: A buoy signal is being received. Its identification indicates it is from the Discovery...

CO Kelson says:

CSO: Get the probe ready.

CSO Lane says:

CO: Sir, I recommend we hold this position for the moment.

FCO Lorehani says:

Outload: Gotcha!!   :: Slams the ball again. "Pong" ::

CSO Lane says:

CO: Aye sir, readying the probe.

CO Kelson says:

FCO:  Hold position, Lieutenant.

TO Raja says:

:: Lets out a small growl as he misses the ball ::

CO Kelson says:

FCO:  All stop!

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Snarls because her game is interrupted ::   CO: All stop Sir... ::   Taps her console and quickly stops the ship ::

CO Kelson says:

:: Moves down to FCO and whispers ::   FCO: I've seen better play from a junior cadet...

CO Kelson says:

:: Moves back to command ::

CSO Lane says:

:: Works on preparing the probe, realigning the sensors to the correct configuration or as close as she can guess ::

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Whispers back ::   CO: Them’s fighting words Sir...Care to put your money where your mouth is?   :: Grins ::

CO Kelson says:

:: Smiles back ::  FCO: We'll talk later...

CTO says:

:: Steps out of the tubolift into the bridge just getting out of sickbay ::

FCO_Lorehani says:

:: Grins ::   CO: You are on...   :: Turns back to her station ::

CTO Naug says:

TO: Take tactical two, I’ll take over here

TO Raja says:

CTO: Yes Sir-r-r

CSO Lane says:

CO: Captain, receiving a signal from a signal buoy. It's from the Discovery sir!

TO Raja says:

:: Moves over to Tactical Two ::

CO Kelson says:

CSO: Can we get a lock on the ship?

CMO Bannister says:

:: In his office in Sickbay looking over some reports ::

CTO Naug says:

:: Takes TAC 1 and looks at the readings ::

CSO Lane says:

CO: No sir, the buoy is marking the outer boundary to the Nebula only.

CTO Naug says:

CO: I confirm with Miss Lane, sir

CO Kelson says:

CSO/CTO: Oh well...It never can be that easy.

XO Stricker says:

CO: I think maybe the probe can pick up something beyond the boundary sir

CO Kelson says:

CSO: How is the probe, Commander?

CSO Lane says:

CO: Almost ready sir.

TO Raja says:

:: Happily pushes buttons again as he waits for a blip to appear on his panel ::

CO Kelson says:

:: Nods ::

CMO Bannister says:

:: Wonders when Lorehani will be coming down to Sickbay ::

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Cheerfully ::   CO: Sir, permission to go to sickbay?

CO Kelson says:

FCO: And miss all of this?

FCO Lorehani says:

CO: I know Sir...Excitement is overwhelming...but can I have permission to go to sickbay?

CSO Lane says:

:: Makes the last of the changes and sets the probe ::   CO: Captain, probe is ready for launch.

CO Kelson says:

FCO: Granted...

CO Kelson says:

CSO: Launch the probe.

TO Raja says:

:: Seeing that the CTO has an eye on the blip detector, decides to switch to
long-range sensors ::

CO Kelson says:

XO: Have the shuttle bay ready a shuttle for our next move just in case.

CSO Lane says:

:: Taps the console ::   CO: Probe away sir. Telemetry tracking.

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Stands up as her replacement takes the seat ::   CO: Thank you Sir...Morgan here is the second best pilot on the ship.  See you on the flip side.   :: Smiles and nods at the Captain ::

Host Sheri says:

ACTION: The probe is launched into the nebula. It's signal is strong and clear...

XO Stricker says:

CO: Now maybe we'll find what we're looking for...   :: Grins with enthusiasm ::

CMO Bannister says:

:: Places a PADD down on his desk ::

CO Kelson says:

:: Nods back to Lieutenant ::

TO Raja says:

:: Watches as the FCO leaves the Bridge ::

CO Kelson says:

XO: One can only hope, Mr. Stricker.   :: Sits in command chair ::

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Enters the Turbolift turning as the doors close behind her ::   *CMO:* Jay I'm on my way down now.

CMO Bannister says:

*FCO:* Excellent, I'm not going anywhere.

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Taps her foot as the Turbolift moves ::

XO Stricker says:

CSO: If we've got long-range sensors begin a sweep.  Look also for the subsapce communication signals.

CTO Naug says:

CSO: The probes signal is coming in clear

CMO Bannister says:

Self: I wonder what Lorehani needs to see me about.

CSO Lane says:

XO: We can't scan within the Nebula sir, but I'll have Mr. Naug sweep the area outside for any ion trails.

TO Raja says:

:: Continues to push buttons since long rang sensors show nothing ::

 FCO Lorehani says:

   :: Feels the turbolift stop and exits…She quickly makes her way to sickbay and enters ::   CMO: Jay where are you?

CTO Naug says:

CSO/XO: I'm working on it

XO Stricker says:

CSO: Even with the probe Commander?

CMO Bannister says:

:: Gets up from his chair in his office and meets up with Lorehani ::   FCO: Right here.

CSO Lane says:

:: Turns to Naug ::   CTO: Sweeps all around.

CO Kelson says:

CSO: All telemetry is lost once it enters the nebula, correct Commander?

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Grins ::   CMO: Hello there...Tell me did you get all those cases that General Korack sent you?

CTO Naug says:

:: Nods to the CSO and switches to long range and begins scanning for any ion trials and for anything a ship might release out ::

CMO Bannister says:

:: Thinks for a moment :: FCO: As a matter of fact I did and quite a good vintage according to the Starfleet Database.

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Grins ::   CMO: Great I hope we can share a barrel or two.   :: Chuckles ::  Seriously, I want to thank you properly for saving my life.  Is there anything I can do for you...Kill an enemy or something?

CSO Lane says:

XO/CO: Gentlemen, with the probe's assistance we may be able to scan inside somewhat, the Discovery did get the information out.

CMO Bannister says:

:: Laughs softly ::   FCO: Thank you for the barrels but recompense was not necessary. It is my job to save lives.

CTO_Naug says:

XO/CSO: There are no ion trails of any kind in the whole area

FCO_Lorehani says:

CMO:  Yeah but your staff talks my friend.   :: Smiles ::

XO Stricker says:

CO: I suggest we create a shield on the probe so it can enter the Nebula

CO Kelson says:

CSO: Thank you, Commander.

CMO Bannister says:

FCO: What do you mean?

CSO Lane says:

CTO: Toir, let's try tighting the range a bit. Concentrate on the area where the probe is.

Host Sheri says:

ACTION: The probe is sending a signal to the Vesuvius...

FCO Lorehani says:

CMO: Let's just say I heard some talk about how you spent a little more time on my case then the others.

CO Kelson says:

XO: Not necessary at this point, Mr. Stricker.

CMO Bannister says:

:: Blushes a little and tries to hide his face by shuffling at his equipment nearby ::

CTO Naug says:

:: Tightens the range a bit to see if it helps ::

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Brightens ::   CMO: I know! How about I cook you dinner?

XO Stricker says:

CO: Aye, aye sir...

FCO Lorehani says:

CMO: I can burn toast...Boil water dry....   Hmmm, I'm really good a replicating.

CMO Bannister says:

:: Talks a little softer and friendlier ::   FCO: That would be...Nice...   :: Laughs ::  Anything would be great.

TO Raja says:

CTO: Anything special you want me to do? Or-r-r just continue to monitor-r-r the sensor-r-rs?

CSO Lane says:

All: I think we've found her!

FCO Lorehani says:

CMO: Ok then...How about 8 tonight? My quarters?

CO Kelson says:

CSO: Pinpoint the location, Commander.

CTO Naug says:

TO: For right now just keep you eyes on the sensors, we might get lucky

CMO Bannister says:

:: Nods and smiles ::   FCO: I shall be there.

XO Stricker says:

:: Stands up from his XO chair and walks over to the Science station where he stands over the CSO ::

CTO Naug says:

:: Listens to the CSO and looks over his scans to see if he  can get her readings ::

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Grins foolishly ::  CMO: Ok I'll see you then. That was all I wanted. I better get back to the bridge in case the Captain gets the foolish notion to fly into that nebula.   :: Sighs ::   Then I'll have to do some fancy flying to save his butt again. :: With a wave she hurries out of sickbay like a tornado ::

CSO Lane says:

CO: She's deep inside the Nebula sir.   :: Checks the readings ::   Oh no! Sir, she's drifting close to the neutron star. I can't get a fix on the coordinates…the sensors are hazy on that, but I fear that she may be caught it the star's gravity.

CMO Bannister says:

:: Thinks for a moment and wonders what just happened ::

CO Kelson says:

CSO: Okay, let's get in there.

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Quickly as she came she hurries back to the bridge ::

CO Kelson says:

FCO: Set course for the Discovery.

CTO Naug says:

CO: We might be able to pull her out with the tractor

XO Stricker says:

CSO: When we are in range can we use a tractor beam or will it be too close?

FCO Lorehani says:

<Morgan:> :: Suddenly nervous ::   CO: Maybe we should wait for Lorehani...She is better at this?

TO Raja says:

:: Flicks tail forth and back hitting the CTO ::

CO Kelson says:

FCO: Do it now, Morgan.

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Enters the bridge quickly and sees the look of relief in Morgan's eyes ::
Self: Oh great he wants to fly into the quicksand.   :: Practically pushes Morgan out of the seat and takes the controls ::

CTO Naug says:

:: Smacks the tail ::   TO: Please keep that to yourself.

CMO Bannister says:

:: Returns to his office and opens the Database to figure out what he could bring to Lorehani's quarters later on that night.  For the first time in a long time, he had a date ::

CO Kelson says:

CTO: Shields, Mr. Naug.

CSO Lane says:

CO: The ship or a shuttle can only travel at impulse.

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Taps her console ::   CO: Entering the Nebula sir.

CTO Naug says:

:: Raises shields ::   CO: Shields up at 100 percent.

CO Kelson says:

FCO: Thank you.

CSO Lane says:

CO: Transporter use is unknown at this time.

CO Kelson says:

FCO: How soon until we reach the Discovery?

Host Sheri says:

ACTION: The Vesuvius enters the nebula too quickly.  The ride begins to get very, very bumpy...

TO Raja says:

:: Hearing the CTO ::   CTO: I can put a lock on the ship and when in r-r-range activate the tr-r-ractor-r-r beam

CO Kelson says:

:: Refuses to grab hold of something ::

XO Stricker says:

:: Hold onto the science console as they experience some bumps ::

CO Kelson says:

FCO: Any way to smooth the ride, Lieutenant?

FCO Lorehani says:

CO: ETA is...   :: Taps her console feels it getting bumpy and slows down her speed ::   Undetermined...   :: Hits her console ::   Sensors not cooperating.

TO Raja says:

:: Tries to tuck his tail in between his legs to keep it out of the way ::

CSO Lane says:

:: Sees the crew jostling in their seats, glad she's floating at the moment ::

Host Sheri says:

ACTION: A proximity alarm goes off and the Vesuvius is rocked with what seems to be an explosion...

FCO Lorehani says:

CO: I'm slowing down sir...But that is about all I can do.

CTO Naug says:

:: Holds on the console while to ride is rough ::   TO: Get it prepared, but no lock until the captain ask for it.

CMO Bannister says:

:: Feels the bumpy ride and figures the ship is going into the nebula. He thinks that he could bring some of the blood wine that Lorehani had gotten him ::

CTO Naug says:

:: Checks the panel to see what the explosion was when the red alert was sounded::

CO Kelson says:

CTO: Report!  Inside or outside of the ship?

CTO Naug says:

CO: Standby

TO Raja says:

CTO: Yes sir-r-r   :: Gets the tractor beam ready so it can be turned on in a moments notice ::

CSO Lane says:

:: Checks the scans ::   CO: Captain, it's a quantum sphere!

CO Kelson says:

CSO: Elaborate Commander...

Host Sheri says:

ACTION: The Vesuvius is again rocked with what seems to be another explosion...

FCO Lorehani says:

CO: Sir...I'm going 1/4 impulse right now...Want to slow down to 1/8th?

CSO Lane says:

CO: As I said before...Quantum spheres, otherwise known as gaps in the fabric of space can be found in plenty when inside the nebula, however, you will not be able to detect them until the ship or a shuttle goes into the nebula.

CMO Bannister says:

:: Wonders what is going on outside the ship ::

XO_Stricker says:

CO: I suggest a full reverse out of the Nebula sir, she's unstable

TO Raja says:

:: Grabs a hold of the console as the ship is rocked ::

CSO Lane says:

CO: These quantum spheres are also very sensitive to the use of subspace travel and any subspace travel

CO Kelson says:

XO: In the meantime, the Discovery is lost for sure.

CO Kelson says:

CSO: Any way to avoid them?

XO Stricker says:

CO: I don't know sir; maybe we get them in our tractor beam

CSO Lane says:

CO: Subspace travel through this could cause enormous and cataclysmic rifts in the fabric of space.

CO Kelson says:

XO: I hope we can, Mr. Stricker.

CO Kelson says:

CSO: What about thrusters?

XO Stricker says:

CTO: Are we in tractor beam range?

CSO Lane says:

CO: We need to cut speed...1/8 impulse should do it, and I'll work on realigning the sensors to try and detect them.

CO Kelson says:

TO: Any help on that damage report?

CTO Naug says:

:: Going over damage control ::

CO Kelson says:

FCO: Okay, Lieutenant...Cut our speed.

XO Stricker says:

CTO: Are we in tractor beam range?

FCO Lorehani says:

CO: Cutting speed sir...   :: Slows the ship to 1/8th impulse ::

CTO Naug says:

TO: Handle damage control   :: Checks the tractors range ::

Host Sheri says:

ACTION: Alarms start to sound...a crewman is found fused to the floor on deck 28

TO Raja says:

CO: Yes sir-r-r. We have collapsed bulkheads in the for-r-rwar-r-rd comapr-r-rtment

CO Kelson says:

TO: Any casualties?

CTO Naug says:

XO: Not yet sir, as soon as we are I’ll get a lock

TO Raja says:

CO: And casualties r-r-rpor-r-rted on deck 28

CO Kelson says:

TO: Send medical teams.

TO Raja says:

CO: Deck 4

XO Stricker says:

CTO: If this ship last that long....

CTO Naug says:

XO: She'll hold sir…I'm sure

CSO Lane says:

:: Works furiously on trying to reconfigure the sensors ::

TO Raja says:

CO: And other-r-r decks. All injr-r-ries happened in the for-r-rwar-r-rd compar-r-rtments

XO Stricker says:

CTO: How's shield and structural integrity?

CMO Bannister says:

:: With his team of medical personnel he heads down to deck 28 in light of casualty reports ::

TO Raja says:

CO: Medical teams have been dispatched

CTO Naug says:

:: Keeping targeting computer active to get a lock on the ship ::

Host Sheri says:

ACTION: The CSO is able to reconfigure sensors so the quantum spheres can be detected

CO Kelson says:

TO: Repair crews being dispatched?

TO Raja says:

:: Hits a few buttons ::   CO: R-r-r-pair-r-r teams on scene, and for-r-rcefields in place wher-r-r-e needed

CSO Lane says:

FCO: Lore, sending new sensor configurations to your console. You should be able to use them to detect the spheres.

CO Kelson says:

TO: Excellent. Thank you Mr. Raja.

FCO Lorehani says:

CSO: That is perfect Ma'am...Sure can use them now. I hate hurting this baby.

CTO Naug says:

XO: Shields are holding and the hull is ok

CMO Bannister says:

:: Arrives on Deck 28 and sees the crewmember that is fused to the floor ::
Self: What the....

TO Raja says:

:: Purss contently at the praise from the CO and begins to flick his tail forth and back again ::

CMO Bannister says:

:: Pulls out his medical tricorder and begins scanning the crewmember, trying to determine if he is still alive ::

XO Stricker says:

CO: Well sir, shields and structural integrity are holding, do you think we can find the Discovery sir? Should we persist?

CO Kelson says:

XO: We should always persist, Mr. Stricker.  That is our job.

CMO Bannister says:

:: Looks down and moves the tricorder down ::   Self: He's dead. I think the Captain will like to see this for himself.

CO Kelson says:

XO: But I appreciate your concern. I share it.

CSO Lane says:

FCO: Another one coming at us 5 degrees to port.

Host Sheri says:

ACTION: A quantum sphere appears dead ahead of the slow moving Vesuvius...

XO Stricker says:

CO: Aye sir, just doing my job sir…   :: Grins ::

FCO Lorehani says:

CSO:  See it...   :: Adjusts course ::

CTO Naug says:

:: Panel goes off ::   XO: Dead ahead sir, the sphere

CSO Lane says:

FCO: Number two straight ahead....

FCO Lorehani says:

:: Adjusts course once again ::

TO Raja says:

:: Continues to monitor the efforts of the medical teams, repair teams, and damage reports ::

CMO Bannister says:

*CO*: Doctor Bannister to Captain Kelson.

TO Raja says:

:: Continues to hit the CTO with his tail ::

CO Kelson says:

*CMO:* Kelson here...Go ahead.

CSO Lane says:

:: Continues to check for any signs of the Discovery ::   Self: Where are you?

CTO Naug says:

TO: Good job Lt. but keep if your tail hits me again I’ll break it

Host Sheri says:

ACTION: The CSO's console show a very thick patch of quantum spheres ahead...
CMO Bannister says:

*CO*: When you have the time, I think you should come down to Deck 28, sir.

Host Sheri says:

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< Pause Mission >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
